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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: MEETINGS WITH RHODESIAN REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SITHOLE AIDE 

REF: PRETORIA 1563 

1 . SECOND MEETING WAS HELD WITH RHODESIAN REPRESENTATIVES 
IN BRITISH EMBASSY ON MARCH 18. SUBSEQUENTLY, ONE HOUR 
SESSION WAS HELD WITH SITHOLE AIDE, DR. GOPO. RHODESIANS 
ASKED A NUMBER OF DETAILED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSED 
CONFERENCE INCLUDING: TIMING, VENUE, PARTICIPANTS, CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP, DURATION AND EFFECT ON HOSTILITIES. THEY RE- 
PEATED THAT THEY SAW LITTLE PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS FOR 
A CONFERENCE AT THIS TIME, BUT SAID THAT THIS MIGHT 
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CHANGE ONCE THE NEW TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT HAD ES- 
TABLISHED ITSELF AND SHOWN PROGRESS AND THERE WERE 
SIGNS OF POSSIBLY NARROWING THE GAP. GOPO SHOWED NO 
INTEREST IN THE CONFERENCE AT ALL AND DELIVERED A 
SITHOLE MESSAGE THAT THE SALISBURY AGREEMENT WAS 
"SEALED AND IRREVERSIBLE." GOPO ADMITTED THAT SMITH 
COULD STILL TERMINATE THE ARRANGEMENT AT ANY TIME, BUT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


HE THOUGHT THIS WAS NOT LIKELY. HE STRESSED THAT THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT MUST BE GIVEN A CHANCE AND PRE- 
DICTED THERE WOULD BE AN EFFECTIVE CEASE-FIRE AMONG 
ZANLA FORCES INSIDE RHODESIA WITHIN A FEW WEEKS. 

2. MORE DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF THE DISCUSSION WILL BE 
SENT SEPTEL. 
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